
Assessing and rebuilding progress                         
through women’s knowledge

Turning  the global economic
crises into opportunities through women’s ideas….
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Genesis

UNDP gender team and feminist scholars drawn from diverse 
fields initiated the idea to ensure that justice is built into macro 
economic ideas and policies. 

The process of trying to rebuild had a long journey, it had many
stops such as….

First stop, Beijing+ 5, UN, 2000

Second stop, Kampala,Uganda,2002

Third stop, Casablanca, Morocco, 2006

Fourth stop, Istanbul, Turkey, 2007

Fifth stop, Rabat, Morocco, 2008

Whistle stops at Durban, New York



In Uganda, it started with the 
feminist movement to revive the 
movement’s  which are more 
inclusive, more grass root oriented, 
culturally relevant and more apt 
to appeal to a large segment of the 
world’s population.

• In Casablanca and Istanbul, the 
group attempted to link women’s 
understanding of reality  into 
macro economic propositions.

The journey
and the ideas that emerged

In Rabat, the group emphasized  
that there is a need to bring 
women’s voice into the debate.  

Ideas 
emerged

First, to reconstruct how growth is 
fuelled. 

Second, was a call for 
deconcentration of the source of the 
GDP of the market and the location 
of the power of the financial 
market.

Third, was how to safeguard the 
environment. 
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the key concerns…. 

The basic commodities like food and water are threatened. 
There is a turbulence in economics and societies.
There are rising inequalities of wealth and income.
There is  loss of control over knowledge, livelihoods, even lives for a vast majority of people.
There here is a rising affirmation of narrow identities and conflict over identities.

Key concerns

Shift the understanding on how women are viewed and view them as growth agents. 
Direct the strategies that we evolve at redressing injustice rather than limited to relieving suffering.
Recognize that while poverty is a central issue, there is a need to redefine it as deprivation of food & water.
Understand the difference between a financial crises and global recession and the implications of each as

well  as our response to each.
Reconstruct how growth is fuelled. 

Need of the hour



The feminist group and their work…..

Economic Growth and equitable development - the linkages Lessons from India-
- Devaki Jain & Shubha Chacko (India)

Women’s
movement (s)

in Post-Colonial
Africa

and Reversals to 
Progress Made-

Hope Chigudu
(Zimbabwe)

Interrogating
and  Rebuilding

Progress: Through 
Feminist 

Knowledge-

Patricia McFadden 
(Swaziland)

Love in Digital 
Ilam: Ibn Hazm
is a Success on the 
Internet? “Ulfa –

Consumerism
Clash”-

Fatema Mernissi
(Morocco)

Commoditization 
of water and
Agriculture: 

The Millennium 
Development 

Cost to Women-

- Yassine Fall 
(Senegal)
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The feminist group and their work-
continues…

Critical  assessment  of state- sponsored  spaces for  women’s 
progress,- Nomboniso Gasa , (South Africa)

Cuban development alternatives to market-driven economies: a 
gendered case study on women’s employment -Marta Nuñez (Cuba)

Rethinking Progress beyond 
Economic Growth: Climate 
Change and Gender 
Dimensions-
Itza Castaneda (Mexico)

Removing the Cloak of Invisibility: Integrating Unpaid 
household Services in the Nation’s Economic Accounts-
Solita Monsod (Philippines)

Feminists’ perspective on new paradigm of people-centred 
development -Naoko Otobe (Japan)

Cultural Interactivity and the 
Global Processes: 

Implications for and 
Response of Women-

Lourdes Arizpe
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The feminist group and their work-
continues…

MDGs for Human Development and Human Rights? 
Sakiko Fukuda Parr (Japan/USA)

Progressive Masculinities: Oxymoron or Achievable?-
Jael Silliman (India)

Globalization, Labour and 
Women’s Work: Critical 
Challenges in a Post –
Liberal World- Lourdes 
Beneria (Spain/USA)

Emancipatory Economics for Real Progress-Diane Elson 
(United Kingdom)

Modernity, Technology and the Progress of Women: 
Problems and Prospects.-Hiroko Hara (Japan)

Women Organizing Themselves: 
Forms of Women’s Collectives-

Renana Jhabvala (India)
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The feminist group supporters…

Winnie Byanyima (Uganda), 
Director of the UNDP Gender Team, Bureau for Development Policy

Dr Nafis Sadik (Pakistan), The Special Adviser to the UN Secretary General 
and also as Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Asia

Zanele Mbeki (South Africa), Director South African Women 
in Dialogue, First Director and Chair of the Women's 
Development Bank Trust.

Sylvia Borren, formerly of Oxfam Novib
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the journey never ends, it continues…...

for further information visit us at

www.casablanca-dream.net

Thank you
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